dictionary, inasmuch as it gives short definitions of recently introduced drugs and methods of diagnosis, and of unfamiliar diseases generally; it is a concise epitome of the progress of medicine during five years; and by the ingenious arrangement of the entries it will serve as a memoria lechnica and index of treatment for the busy practitioner. cellars. These cellars were from 10 to 12 ft. square, generally flagged but frequently having only bare earth for a floor, and sometimes less than 6 ft. in height. There was frequently no window, so that light and air could gain access only by the door, the top of which was often no higher than the street level. They were generally damp from defective drainage. There was sometimes a back cellar used as a sleeping apartment, and this derived its light (!) and air (!) from the front apartment. The cellar-dwellers were absolutely Avithout out-offices or place of deposit for refuse matter. The system of scavenging and cleaning of streets inhabited by the poorer classes was defective in the extreme, being imperfectly performed by paupers. None of the streets were visited oftener than once a week, and frequently a much longer period intervened. The courts were never visited by the public scavenger at all.
All this is in very marked contrast to the present day, and one can scarcely realise that the description is that of a state of matters which existed only sixty-five years ago.
The Sigmoidoscope, by P. L. Mummery, B.C., F.R.C.S. (Bailliere, London, 1906) , is a description of the pneumatic sigmoidoscope, its value, and the method of employing it. It will, we think, be generally admitted that the sigmoidoscope ranks with the cystoscope, the laryngoscope, and the ophthalmoscope as an aid to scientific diagnosis, and therefore to scientific treatment. Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1906 In 1773 its physicians and surgeons were disputing as to whether the latter might prescribe internal medicines for their patients. Erysipelas and pyaemia were rampant, and the views of their etiology were curious, for they were attributed sometimes to the noxious effluvia from wet wood after scouring of the ward floors, or, in the absence of any other obvious cause, to
